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Course Syllabus – Algebra 1 (8th Grade)

Mrs. Arther – Room 212
Course Description:  Algebra 1 provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for students to succeed in advanced courses.  In particular, the instructional program in this course provides for the use of algebraic skills in a wide range of problem-solving situations.  The concept of function is emphasized throughout the course.  Topics include: (1) operations with real numbers, (2) linear equations and inequalities, (3) relations and functions, (4) polynomials, (5) algebraic fractions, and (6) nonlinear equations.

In this technological age, mathematics is more important than ever. When students leave school, they are more and more likely to use mathematics in their work and everyday lives — operating computer equipment, planning timelines and schedules, reading and interpreting data, comparing prices, managing personal finances, and completing other problem-solving tasks. What they learn in mathematics and how they learn it will provide an excellent preparation for a challenging and ever-changing future.
Materials:  The following is a list of items you are required to bring to class each day:

· Math Textbook

· BLUE 3-ring binder with 5 dividers 




· Accordion File and/or Agenda Book

· Loose-leaf paper

· Graph paper






· Pencil (all work must be done in pencil or you won’t get credit for your work)
· You should have the following items available to use at home to complete homework:




Ruler, Compass, Protractor, and Calculator
Calculators: A class set of TI-83 graphing calculators are used in the classroom.  A basic scientific calculator will be needed for homework assignments.  You might want to purchase a graphing calculator (TI-83, TI-83+, TI-84, TI-84+) to use at home for it will be a great investment throughout high school as well.

Notebook: Your notebook will be a very important tool during the school year.  Make sure you take your notebook home each night to help with your homework as well as help you prepare for quizzes/tests.  Notebooks will be collected at the end of each quarter for a grade.  To set up your notebook you need to place a copy of the course syllabus in the front followed by the following 5 dividers – 

1) Warm-ups

2) Notes

3) Graded Assignments

4) Daily Homework

5) Quizzes/Tests

Grading Criteria: All grades are on a total point system.  Different points will be awarded to each area.  Below is a brief outline of the points (these are approximations).  

Unit Tests



Points will range from 75 to 150 points

Quizzes



Points will range from 20 to 60 points

Notebook Check


Points will range from 35 to 45 points 
Unit Projects



Points will range from 20 to 60 points

Weekly Graded Homework

Points will range from 15 to 30 points
Daily Homework


5 Points each

Star-System*: Stars will be assigned to certain parts of notes, warm-up questions, and homework problems.  The star system puts an extra emphasis on topics that will be tested.  

*** Three-Star is an item that will show up again in homework, quizzes, and tests that will remain unchanged.

** Two-Star item is an item that will appear on a test with a minor modification or numbers will change.

* One-Star item is one that could show up on a test or be a similar type of problem.

Homework Assignments:  You will have homework every night.  You must complete all homework and SHOW YOUR WORK.  All homework must be done in pencil and have the correct heading in order to be graded.  


You will have TWO types of homework assignments:
1. Daily homework assignments – this will include approximately 15 to 30 problems.  At the beginning of class I will come around and check for completion of homework.  We will then check the assignment – bring a red pen to class to check your own homework each day.  I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE DAILY HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS.  
2. Weekly Graded assignments – each week students will have 15 – 30 questions that will be due each Monday and graded on accuracy.  This is individual work; all work must be shown and done in pencil.  You have an opportunity to get your assignment checked early as long as you turn into appropriate folder no later than the Thursday before the assignment is due.  LATE GRADED ASSIGNMENTS WILL DROP A LETTER GRADE FOR EACH DAY IT IS LATE.
Grades: Please check TeacherEase (online gradebook) with your parents to stay up to date on your grades.  Make sure you have a login and password by the first month of school.  If you have a question about any grade please see me before or after class immediately.

Classroom Rules and Procedures:  

1. Respect school faculty, staff, and fellow students.
2. Respect the school and others personal property.

3. Bring all required materials to class.

4. Follow school rules regarding your uniform.

5. Do not talk while the teacher or another classmate is talking.

6. Entire classroom quietly and begin working on warm-up.

The following will occur if you choose to break a rule in my classroom:
First Offense: verbal warning

Second Offense: written warning to be signed by the student.  Student loses break and writes an Action Plan with teacher.

Third Offense: written warning to be signed by the parent.  Student writes a typed paper regarding policy (due the following school day).

Fourth Offense: parents called and possible conference.

Fifth Offense: student sent to office.  Possible conference with teacher, parents, and principal.

**Severe disruptions: student sent immediately to the office.  This will be followed by a conference with teacher, parents, and principal***

If you are absent:

1. Check my website or your unit calendar for the assignment.

2. You are responsible for all notes, vocabulary, warm-ups, etc that was put into our notebooks.

3. Homework assignments must be turned in two days after you are back in school.  Place make-up work in appropriate area.

4. If you miss a test or quiz see me to find a time to get it made-up.  Class time will not be used to make-up tests or quizzes.
Tutoring:  If you have any questions on homework or concepts please see me if you need extra help.  You may also sign-up for study hall at anytime with Mrs. Arther for extra math help.

How to reach me:  (1) E-mail: varther@stcharlesbloomington.org (2) school phone 812-336-5853 ext. 212.  PLEASE don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

KEEP THIS SYLLABUS IN YOUR NOTEBOOK AT ALL TIMES!! 
